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INTRODUCTION

Punjab as a region can claim a

glorious past as the cradle of

Harappan Civilisation and later acting
as a gateway to Indian Gangetic

plains for the Middle Eastern traders,
kings, explorers, and travellers. Its
importance within the subcontinent
has been underlined both by a
turbulent history and contemporary.—~
events. However, unlike other

strategic regions of various

continents, Punjab has not found the
due academic recognition in the m
learning centres of the Pakistan as ai
well as in rest of the world. One of the
best ways to gain public and

scholastic attention for Punjab was to
establish a first ever centre for Punjab
studies (ICPS).
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SIGNIFICANCE

Besides the need for public recognition of the strategic
importance of Punjab region in the world, following are the
multiple urgent reasons which laid the foundation of ICPS:

A predominant majority of young Punjabis pursuing higher education,
either opt for applied sciences or other professional degrees.
Although, they contribute to society's technocrats' pool, hence
diminishing the community's cultural and social heritage. To divert
many of our bright young men and women towards arts and social
sciences related to Punjab and develop their interest in Punjab
studies, ICPS would be a greater source of inspiration for them. It
would inculcate strong sense of ownership and belongingnessamong
our youth to study Punjab and appreciate diversity of our homeland's
inheritance.

Contemporary Punjab society is facing numerous issues pertaining to
its changing demography, emerging unemployment, and problems
in agrarian sector including environmental decay of farmlands,
deteriorating underground water-level leading to reduced
productivity, adverse peasant-landlord relations, and changing
federal-state financial transactions, which are not being addressed by
academics from universities of Pakistan. To bring above mentioned
policy issues in limelight, setting up of a centre has become
imperative.

To combat growing wave of religious extremism and to promote
tolerance and patience towards marginalized segment of society, the
establishment of the centre has become the dire need of time. The
centre will undertake academic, objective and scientific study of these
threatsforthe formulation of counter strategies against them.

ADVISORY
BOARD

International

G
A\ e

Dr Pritam Singh Dr Manzur Ejaz
I\/I e m b e rS Visiting Scholar Chief Editor
Wolfson College, “Wichaar”

Oxford University, UK USA



MAIN OBJECTIVES

The centre for excellence ICPS intends to achieve the following
core objectives, providing rationale for its establishment:

m To counter extremist ideologies, centre will encourage cultural
and historical studiesincluding Sufi Poetry

m To establish partnerships with national and international
institutes, which will provide scholarships to the students for
Punjab studies.

m  Toopenavenuesforresearch and scholarly activitieson Punjabi
folklore, epics, oral history, cultural studies, Punjabi language
and literature by organizing conferences and offering
fellowships.

m To conduct research on impacts of Punjab's socio-economic
policies, rural & urban divide, and future policy framework in
line withthe CPEC and OBOR connectivity vision.

m To promote inter and intra-provincial harmony through
research projects analysing the archaeological elements of
Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro and ancient civilisations.

m  Tocollect manuscripts, rare prints of Punjabilanguage and new
editions of all the publications by orientalists for research,
compilationand editing.

KEY FUNCTIONS

Key functions of ICPS will be as follows:
m Foundingresearch journal of Punjab Studiesin Pakistan

m  Offering fellowships to national and international scholars to be
residentatthe centre

m Formulating research programs in collaboration with
international institutions through MOUs with esteemed
institutions.
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m |ncreasing access to online archival resources in Pakistan on
Punjabiliterature through digitization

m  Organizing research conferences at national and international
level

m Establishing Punjab Studies Central Library with focus on
Punjabi books with a dedicated section for audio visual
archives.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

m Sargodha university will become centre for preservation of
Punjabilanguage, literature and culture

m  Punjabi society would be connected to future economic and
resource planning for mega projects like CPEC

m Centre will provide Punjab policy road maps to state
institutions

m Research papers would be published and disseminated to
governmentand local and global business investor groups

m A comprehensive study on Punjab history would be taken into
account

m  Punjab studies will be aligned according to the international
academic standards

G THE CENTRE WOULD NOT ONLY FURTHER THE CAUSE
OF RESEARCH INTO PUNJAB'S ECONOMY, HISTORY
AND SOCIETY BUT IT WOULD ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO
FURTHER UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS DIMENSIONS
OF PUNJABI CULTURE AND LANGUAGE - ITS
LITERATURE, MUSIC AND ART. 5y
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