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With freedom comes responsibility

National symposium generates critical debate on media ethics

Digital technologies have fundamentally
altered the nature and function of media in
Pakistan - reinventing age-old practices of
public communication and, at times,
circumventing traditional media and
challenging its privileged role as gatekeepers
of news and entertainment. Meanwhile, the
mainstream media continues to focus on the
coverage and presentation of stereotype
issues of high politics, neglecting the core
issues faced by the society like national
security, promotion of tolerance and
harmony, weakening of social fabricand other
importantsocial problems.

In order to generate public awareness and
develop critical scholarship on this persisting
trend in national media coverage and
practices, the Department of Communication
and Media Studies at University of Sargodha
organized a two-day national symposium on
the “Roles, Responsibilities and Ethics of Media in Pakistan” on October 24-25. Several prominent figures from media and academia

Fahd Husain, Executive Director News, Express Media Group

offered their critical perspectives on the subject, including former PEMRA Chairman Absar Alam, Fahd Husain, Executive Director News,
Express Media Group, columnist Aslam Khan, and young scholars from Oxford DrAdnan Rafiqand Rafiullah Kakar.

The symposium was organized around four themes, including Social Responsibilities of Media, Media Ethics in Digital Age, Issues and
Practices of Contemporary Media, and Traditional and New Media: Laws and Issues. Corresponding to these themes, the program of the
symposium wasdivided into four panels spanning two days, apart from opening and closing sessions.

In his opening address, Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq Ahmad, who himself began his professional career as a journalist, underscores the
topical significance of the event in the country. Mass media, he said, was one of the leading features of a major structural transformation
under way in Pakistani society and politics in the last couple of decades. “The ethical issues concerning media coverage of political and
social issues are indeed grave. But, simultaneously, we need to understand that our media, especially electronic and social is still in an
initial stage of evolution, and will overtime mature,” headded.

Each fascinating presentation on the occasion generated quitean interesting debate in the Q&A session, with critical questions by students
and convincing responses by speakers. There were also several jolly moments for the jam-packed audience in symposium's venue,
especiallywhen serious discussion was mixed with witty comments.

Absar stated that professional standards had dropped within the media outlets, shrinking the credibility of news media. “We want British
standard of freedom but we have some irresponsible media outlets that have to be matured, which may takeawhile,” he said.

In Fahd'sview, “journalism will be overtaken by unmet aspirations of viewers and if media changes, it should plug into aspirations of youth
where it returns to the fundamentals of fairness, accuracy and process of verification.” Aslam Khan debated the contrasting roles of
traditional and new media, leaving the choice of selection of news, irrespective of any bias, to the viewers and listeners; while Adnan and
Rafispokeabout therole of mediain democratizationand that of social mediain critical enquiry, respectively.



Cureless Diseases No More

he national symposium on Emerging Trends in the

Extraction of Plant Bioactivities for Nutra-

pharmaceutical Developments highlighted the
functions of 'Green Chemistry' to eradicate the cureless
diseases. The Symposium was organized by Department of
Chemistry UOS under the auspices of Higher Education
Commission of Pakistan in which esteemed renowned
scientists, researchers and scholars across the country
participated.
In near future, green chemotherapy will enable the treatment
of cureless diseases; scientists and researchers vowed. The
extraction is a key step towards exploring their nutraceutical
and medicinal applications, they maintained.

A leading scientist in the field of analytical chemistry Dr.
Muhammad Igbal Bhanger stressed that traditional methods
were mostly time consuming and require relatively large
quantities of volatile solvents. He was presenting on the
theme of recent trends in extraction and utilization of plant
oils. He also highlighted the role of recent technologies
including microwave-assisted extraction, ultrasound assisted
extraction, supercritical fluid extraction and subcritical water
extraction for efficient recovery of plant oils with high
nutraceutical and functional food value.

A distinguished Pharmacologist of Pakistan Council for
Sciences and Technology, Dr. Anwar-ul-Hassan Gilani
presented his views on plant bioactivities for the development
of Nutra-Pharmaceuticals. He emphasized on potential of
selected high-value natural products from plant sources for
thedevelopment of Nutra-Pharmaceuticals.

on %'.s : E’."'w *

Emerging Trends in the Extraction
for Nutra-pharmaceutical Developments

November 1-2, 2017

Under the Auspices of Higher Education Comission of Pakistan

of Plant Bioactives

A renowned

The participants focused on
medicinal and .
Green Extraction of Plant

director of
Cholistan

Institute of Desert

Bioactivities for High-Quality
Nutra-pharmaceutical
designs for sustainable

use of PNPs.

Studies, Islamia
University

Bahawalpur Dr.
Shazia Anjum presented his ideas regarding scientific
description of traditionally used anti-diabetic plants from
Cholistan Desert.

The Vice Chancellor UOS, Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmed was the chief

guest of two days national symposium. He said that every
department is modernizing in this digital age, and for the
survival, we must have to comply with the demands of today's
age. We should preserve our valuable natural assets and
resources. Heasserted that our scientists possess the requisite
abilities and skills to attain the level of excellence in the field
of scienceand this symposium isa live manifestation of it.
In the concluding session, Dean along with the Chair
expressed gratitude on the participation of leading scientists,
researchers and scholars. Moreover, memorial shields were
distributed among the participants of the two-day national
symposium. It is to be mentioned that scientists, researchers
and scholars across the country including Dr. Shazia Anjum,
Dr. iftikhar Ali, Dr. Muhammad Arshad, Dr. Syed Ali Raza, Dr.
Alamgir, Dr. Humera Yasmin, Dr. Abdul Rauf Raza, Dr.
Mushtaq Ahmed, Dr. Amir Jamil and Dr. Naveed Ahmed were
among the notable speakers.

Newsletter, November 2017




Exploring the untapped
potential of Business Grads!

OS and Small and Medium Enterprise Development

Authority (SMEDA), after reaching an MOU early in

the year, organized a Business Idea Competition for
the students of Department of Business Administration on
Novemberis, 2017.
The competition was jointly organized by ORIC-UOS and
Entrepreneurship Council of the Department of Business
Administration. The representatives of SMEDA, Mr.
Muhammad Asifand Mr. Hafiz Usman participated as members
of idea evaluation team along with Ms. Waiza Rafique, legal
advisorof Plan g and Mr. Adnan from Akhuwat Micro Finance.
A total number of 28 student groups participated in the
competition, out of which top 3 ideas were awarded with cash
prizes by the Director ORIC, Dr. Masood Sarwar Awan. While
addressing the event, Dr. Sarwar said that University of
Sargodha believes in promoting a real entrepreneurial culture
among its graduates and this competition is a step forward
toward achieving this objective. The university is currently
focusing on producing employers rather than employees for
future sustainable economic growth of Pakistan. The projects
like E-Rozgaar, business incubation center and students'
resource centerare the few examples through which university is
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intended to produce future business leaders.

He thanked the representatives of SMEDA, Plang and Akhuwat
for supporting the business graduates in polishing their
business ideas and he also appreciated the efforts of advisor of
Entrepreneurship council of the Department of Business
Administration, Mr. Salman Piracha, for organizing a fabulous
event. He announced that this is not the end, soon we will
organize a business idea competition for all departments of the
universityin collaboration with SMEDA.

Khush Aab

Pure Water for Everyone

A Praoject of
University of Sargodha
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Turkish
delegation
visits UOS

The Representatives of Turkish
Company, Hayat Kimya Sanayi,
visited Organization of Research,
Innovation and Commercialization,
UOS and vowed to investin Sargodha-
Bhalwal region for advancement in
the diverse fields of business,
academics and quality of labor force.
The Hayat Kimya Sanayi was founded
in 1937 and is based in Istanbul,
Turkey while also having its presence
in Bulgaria, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, and
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The delegation was led by Head of
Bhalwal Industrial Estate (BIE) Mr.
Adnan Miralong with representatives
from Fazil and Aqgleem enterprise.
The Director ORIC gave a brief
presentation to the visitors on the
business potential of Sargodha region
including quality of education
provided by UOS to its graduates. He
asserted that the graduates of UCET,
UCA, and Faculty of Business and
Economics have the capacity to
support the industrial revolution in
the Sargodha region, especially in
Bhalwal.

The respected guests also visited
university campus and UCET to
observe various facilities being
provided for imparting quality
education. They expressed gratitude
to the university officials for
facilitating their visit and briefing
about the regional business
environment. Moreover, they also
showed their interest to invest in the
region after getting acquaintance with
the business and academic
atmosphere.
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Graduation ceremony of US English
Access Micro Scholarship Program

English Access
Microscholarship Program
University of Sareodha

lizabeth Kennedy Trudeau, US Consul General and Maryum F. Saife, Deputy

Public Affairs Officer from US Consulate, Lahore visited Lincoln Corner

Sargodha (LCS) on November 1, 2017. On this occasion, the Consul General
distributed certificates among the 100 successful participants of US English Access
Micro Scholarship Program. The said program has provided English Language and
Leadership Training to High School Students.
The visiting delegation took interest in Tech and 3D workstation, Reading Lounge
and activity corner of LCS. Ms Maryam Gul (Coordinator LCS) highlighted the
different interactive, learning and team-building activities conducted at these
sections of LCS. She briefed dignitaries about the two-year journey of success. She
said that LCS had hosted more than fifty-five programs since 2015 and more than
forty thousand program participants had been facilitated through these programs.

US Consul General, Elizabeth Kennedy
Trudeau is optimistic that snowball
effect through resourceful, informative
programming at the corner will

positively influence the University.

She shared that LCS had arranged multiple programs such as training on human
rights, development of support groups for people with drug addiction, community
leadership, tech education sessions, workshops on website development, 3D
printing, photography, video-graphy, story illustration, critical thinking, confidence
building, Education USA, e-library USA, women empowerment, storytelling and
gatherings like cultural festivals, Summer Campsand Makers Faire.

Dr. Azhar Perveez, Focal Person of LCS, appreciated the efforts of LCS team and the
coordinator for working tirelessly to make this place a learning hub. The Consul
General also had an informal meeting with Friends of Corner, Ambassadors of
Corner, volunteer Board of Advisors and internees at LCS. In this meeting, team of
corner highlighted their journey of self-development, gaining of community
leadership skills, capacity building etc. Future plans like mini literature festival,
formation of informal study groups on Sustainable Development Goals,
Entrepreneurship Training were also shared.



National Symposium on Media

Over a dozen prominent personalties form national media
and academia offered critical perspectives on ethical journalism

Here are some select views:

Absar Alam

Media has become a double-edged
sword for a society while it has the
power to shape and reshape public
opinions. Media has been playing very
effective role since its inception, and
with the passage of time it has gained
extraordinary power. It has influenced
and changed the beliefs, norms and the
structure of a society. Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) has contributed to the devolution of
responsibility and power to the grass root level by
improving the access of the people to mass media at the
local and community level.

Dr Irum Sultana

Media as a major platform of
socialization has an immense effect on
the cultural perspective of the society. It
plays an important role of transmission
of values and cultural patterns from
generation to generation. It is the
responsibility of media to play a pro-
social role by reflecting the norms and
values of the native society instead of
introducing the alien patterns. While reporting different
issues and presenting different situations, media should
observe certain ethical standard to serve the society at
large. The violation of ethics is commonly observed
phenomena in all types of media and matter of grave
concern for scholars.

Dr AnjumZia

During the last decade, media has
become stronger and more influential
in Pakistan due to the rapid
development of communication
technologies and infrastructure
development. Under the
circumstances, media stereotypes are
inevitable. Stereotypes are often
problematic as they can neglect the
differences in people, creating simplistic generalizations;
transform assumptions into realities for the viewers; they
often justify the actions and decisions of people in power;
and they are known to perpetuate social inequalities.

Aslam Khan
While pondering over the benefits of
social media vs. traditional media, it's
important to consider their effects on
= =

N the whole society. Traditional media
uses cannon to fire its message hoping
to hit anyone that will listen (read,
watch, etc.). You can use social media to
ignite interest in new geographic
markets as well. Social media gives you
multiple outlets to market your brand efficiently and
effectively. With this integration of social and traditional
media, the influence on public opinion can be profound.
The feedback loop needs both social and traditional media
toachieveimpact.
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Imtiaz Gul

Given the commercial incentives and
political pressures, even the private
media often buys into what
governments or governmental stake-
holders want to project or propagate.
The result: even the private media is
called “sold out”. This happens because
most people look at the private media,
in particular, through a moral prism. In
reality, they are private commercial enterprises raised on
the hope of multiplying the investment. So increasingly,
the world over, and in Pakistan in particular, most print
and electronic media channels allow themselves to be used
as mouthpieces for major stakeholders against heavy
monetary incentives.

Javaid Iqbal

In the recent past, Pakistani media has
grown to be a national institution. In order
to keep check on news TV channels and
media at large, for reasons of decency and
defense, the Government of Pakistan
came up with the basic legal framework
for electronic media laws through many
acts, rules and ordinances. Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) is responsible for maintaining,
regulating and issuing licenses for establishment of media
culture and electronic media. According to PEMRA
Ordinance, a definite framework is presented that highlights
the proper functioning of electronic media.
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Awareness Walk ‘
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