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The Vice Chancellor presiding over the Syndicate meeting

he Syndicate of University of Sargodha took several

important decisions regarding academic consolidation,

faculty appointments, college affiliations and other issues on
thereformistagenda.
The third consecutive Syndicate meeting during 2017, held on 30th
December, was chaired by Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq Ahmad, who is
presiding over a major transition towards quality education at the
university, away from unnecessary expansion of its academic
facultiesand programsin the previousdecade.
As part of the consolidation drive, the
Syndicate approved the Academic Council's
earlier decision to reduce the number of
faculties from nine to seven and merge several
departments in line with UNESCO guidelines
and practice at prominent national

universities. For instance, the Faculty of
Business and Economics, and Faculty of
Social and Behavioral Sciences, were merged into Faculty of Social
Sciences. The newly merged departments include the Department of
Sociology and Criminology and Department of Islamic and Arabic
Studies. The Syndicate also approved the establishment of Noon
Business School (NBS) in recognition to the services of the Noon
family for the cause of Pakistan. The NBS and Department of
Economics will be part of the Faculty of Social Sciences. In addition,
an evening program in Military Sciences and Management, to be run
jointly by the NBS and Department of Politics and International

The Syndicate decided to
reduce the number of faculties
from nine to seven and merge
several departments, in line
with UNESCO guidelines.

Relations from Fall 2018, was launched.

The Syndicate approved the appointments of regular faculty
members in different departments of the university, including eight
professors, nine associate professors, 32 assistant professors and 8o
lecturers. All the appointments were made strictly on merit after
being recommended by the two successive Selection Boards. The
landmark decision is expected to help overcome the problems of
acute shortage of faculty, especially at Sargodha Medical College, due
to which the quality of education and hence university ranking were
being compromised.

Drastically curtailing the number of private
colleges affiliations, and establishing
regulatory control over Public-Private
Partnership campuses, to improve
university's public image, has emerged as
another priority during the current vice
chancellorship. As part of this process, the
Syndicate approved to disaffiliate 71 private sector colleges for their
poor performance and falling short of the required quality standards.
In a long awaited step, the Syndicate also granted its approval of the
revised Service Statues of the employees of Grades 1 to 21, which have
been updated in accordance with current market requirements.
Besides approving the list of local and foreign experts for selection of
qualified faculty and fair assessment of advanced research, the
Syndicate also approved to grant 15 PhD degrees to the candidates of
different faculties.



MoU with South China Agriculture University
to enhance academic cooperation

ecognizing the mutual benefitsto be

gained through a cooperative

program promoting scholarly
activities and international understanding,
University of Sargodha and South China
Agricultural University signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on March
30, 2018.
The MOU was signed by Dr Ishtiaq Ahmad,
Vice Chancellor University of Sargodha and
Xiaoyang CHEN, President South China
Agricultural University (SCAU).
According to the agreement, both
universities will actively explore the
establishment of a joint agricultural
research institute between them. The
universities would organize, promote and
coordinate long and short-term staff and
student exchanges and other academic and
cultural activities.
In order to control citrus psylla and
huanglongbing pathogen, both parties
decided to initiate the project ‘Research and
Application of Sustainable Control
Technology of Citrus Psylla (Citrus
Sinensis)’.This project would provide a set of
techniques and methods to control citrus
psylla in Pakistan and popularize the
techniquesand cultivate talents.
Additionally, to facilitate and coordinate
joint research ventures and curriculum
development, establishment of Confucius
Institute at UOS main campus and some
research centers were also decided in the
agreement.
Other objectives of the MOU include:
coordination of special short-term academic
programs, including short-term seminars to
introduce staff and students of the
institutions to general cultural activities and
other areas of specialized teaching &
learning; and enhancing the capacity of the
two universities to carry out relevant
research and to secure the required external
funding for same. The two universities will
also establish a joint post-doctoral
fellowship scheme in China and Pakistan
with competitively awarded grants foryoung
researchers.
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The Vice Chancellor with President South China Agriculture University at the MOU signing ceremony

At signing of the MOU, the Vice Chancellor remarked that the purpose of this MOU was to
formally record the mutual interests of UOS and SCAU in exploring collaborative teaching,
research, training and capacity building to address research opportunities in Pakistan and
China, for the mutual benefits of both partiesand in investigating funding sources to realize
these opportunities.

Xiaoyang CHEN, President SCAU stated that the move was beginning of a long-term
relationship between SCAU and UOS under which various faculties, departments, centers
and units of partner institutions will be able to collaborate in areas that will be of mutual
benefit. He briefed the vice

chancellor UOS about the

“This is the beginning of a long-term
potential opportunities to build 8 8 8

relationship between SCAU and UoS

liaison with more Chinese
universities.

Dr Afzal, Dean Faculty of
Agriculture, Dr Nazra Sultana,

under which various units of partner
institutions will be able to collaborate
in areas that will be of mutual benefit,”
said SCAU President

Dean Faculty of Sciences, Dr
Nawaz Mehsud, Dean Faculty of
Arts, Dr Farooq, Director ORIC, Dr
Abdul Rauf, Director Academics, Dr Muhammad Abu Bakar, Principal Agriculture College,
DrHumaira Akram, Principal Sargodha Medical College, Dr Noman and other faculty heads
werealso presentat the signing ceremony.

It is pertinent to mention here that the SCAU is a public university in Guangzhou,
Guangdong, China. The university was founded in 1909 and it has 94 undergraduate
programs, 107 master degree programs, and 59 doctorate programs, in 5 national key
disciplines. There are total 26 colleges (departments). The total enrollment of regular
studentsis over 42,000, comprising 38,000 undergraduates, 4,000 graduatesand 227 foreign
students from 62 countriesand regions.



BIOTECHNOLOGY
Recognition of
species through
DNA bar-coding

he Department of Biotechnology,

University of Sargodha,

organized a one-day national
awareness workshop under the theme
'Hands on Practice of DNA Bar-coding
Data System'.
The workshop, chaired by Dr Nazra
Sultana, aimed to extend the idea of DNA
bar-coding and its applications in various
fields to improve practical knowledge.
Speakers at the workshop discussed DNA
bar-coding taxonomic method thatusesa
short genetic marker in an organism's
DNA to identify it as belonging to a
particularspecies.
DNA bar-coding (a tool for rapid species
identification based on DNA sequences)
and genomics (which compares entire
genome structure and expression) share
an emphasis on large-scale genetic data
acquisition that offers new answers to
questions previously beyond the reach of
traditional disciplines, theyadded.
Key note speaker of the workshop Dr Arif
Muhammad Khan briefed the
participants about methodology used in
DNA bar-coding. He emphasized on the
practical use of DNA bar-coding as a
powerful tool for differentiating cryptic
species, testing food authenticity,
identifying parasites, vectors, insect pests,
predators, monitoring illegal trade of
animals, plants, their products and
collecting forensicevidences.
In-charge Department of Biotechnology,
Dr Muhammad Irfan highlighted the
importance of biotechnology in diverse
fields of life.
The workshop was attended by the
eminent professors, researchers and
students from different universities across
the country.

Lincoln Corner seminar

Narcotics prevention
through legislative reforms

il

Maya Foa, Director Reprieve, London, speaking on the occasion

he Lincoln Cornerat University of Sargodha hosted a seminaron Jan18, 2018 to

discuss the production, processing and trafficking of narcotic drugs. The

seminar was organized on the theme of optimizing Pakistan's Drug Law with
focus to catch kingpin of narcotics instead of drug carriers and to modify the death
penalty for drug peddlers. International scholars and social activists participated in
theseminarand shared theirresearch articlesand suggestions for the drug prevention.
The limelight of the seminar was the collaboration of renowned international non-
governmental organization, Reprieve, which is an international platform of lawyers,
investigators and campaigners with a dauntless commitment to human rights and
justice.
Speaking on the occasion, Maya Foa, Director Reprieve-London, stressed on making
the Control of Narcotics Substance Act 1997 stronger, fairer and more effective.
Despite the fact, this act serves as a special law which the legislature had enacted
mainly for awarding deterrent punishments to the persons involved in the trade of
narcotics in any manner. However, the act has failed to make any difference on ground.
She also informed the participants about the recent activities of Reprieve in this
regard. Moreover, she remarked that after studying more than 133 cases, they
concluded that there was a need to enhance cooperation at international level for the
provision of evidences against the narcotics kingpins along with intelligence sharing.
Surprisingly, no study in the world has proved that death penalty had discouraged the
valueof crime, she furtheradded.
Barrister Shahzad Akbar, President of the Foundation for Fundamental Rights and a
Reprieve representative in Pakistan, also spoke on the occasion. According to him,
scientific collection of data of the last 20 years of narcotics laws in Pakistan confirms
the high rate of drug usage. There are different institutions to enforce laws and
procedures for preventing drugs in Pakistan, but there is a need to improve their
performance.
Both speakers recommended targeting kingpin traffickers with the combination of
financial and custodian penalties along with improving the standard of justice in the
CNSA courts by strengthening evidentiary standards.
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Collaboration with National Technology Council

Technology, quality teaching and training necessary

for social, economic prosperity, says NTC Chair

The Vice Chancellor accompanied by Chairman National Technology Council Maj. Gen. (retd) Akbar Saeed Awan presiding over the meeting

eeping in view the rapidly growing influence of new

technologies on society and ongoing major

technological disruptions, National Technology
Council of Pakistan and the University of Sargodha will hold an
international conference on technology transformation in
collaboration with Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.
This decision was taken during a meeting co-chaired by the Vice
Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq Ahmad and Major General (retd) Akbar
Saeed Awan, Chairman National
Technology Council at UOS on
February 23, 2018.
The conference will be held in
last week of October 2018 under

the theme 'Transfer of

Technology: Breaking Gap practical nature.”
between Academiaand Industry’'

and it would cover transfer of engineering, food, medical,
agriculture, bioand information technologies.

The Chairman NTC informed the meeting that NTC is a body
delegated by HEC to regulate technology related programs in
Pakistan. “We need to ensure that technology graduates and
professionals are equipped with the right knowledge and skills
through maintaining standards of professional ethics, ensuring
national and international benchmarks are met and providing
opportunities for Continuing Professional Development”, he
added.

The Chairman also stressed the need of focusing on the
practical side of the technology as under Sydney Protocol,

technologists are trained in the practical skills. He was of the
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“Instead of merely transmitting years
old knowledge to the next generations,
70% of technology course taught at
educational institutions should be of

opinion that “instead of merely transmitting years old
knowledge to the next generations, 70% of technology course
taught at educational institutions should be of practical
nature.”

“There is lack of industrial environment space both in
engineering and technological domain for hands on job
internship and supervised industrial training which leads to
lower level of proficiency and professional potency to confront
the challenges posed by the ground realities”, headded.

He briefed that establishment of
NTC is meant to ensure that
technology graduates and
professionals are equipped with
the right knowledge and skills
through maintaining standards
of professional ethics, ensuring
that national and international
benchmarks are met, stimulating a culture of entrepreneurship
and providing opportunities for CPD.

While emphasizing the importance of accreditation, the
chairman opined that accreditation with an external body
ensures that quality technology education programs
comparable to international standards are running in all
universities of the country. Through accreditation, NTC
ensures highest degree of credibility, assurance of quality
technology education and relevance of professional education
& training to all stake-holders such as academicians, business
houses, educational institutions, government, industry,

regulators, studentsand their parents, he concluded.



International Conference on Future Medication

‘Scientific innovations broadening
public health horizon’

he University of Sargodha organized a three-day

international conference on future medication on

January 19, 2018, highlighting the contribution of
scientific innovations in the field of public health which is the core
of publicinterestatlarge.
The first conference on this important issue related to public
health was organized by the Faculty of Medical and Health
Sciences, Sargodha Medical College, University of Sargodha under
the theme of 'Challenges to Health for all: Medical Updates and
Innovations'.
This was also a maiden endeavor of the faculty in collaboration
with Higher Education Commission of Pakistan and the Punjab
Higher Education Commission, Lahore.
Esteemed international and national medical experts from all
specialties of medical and allied health sciences participated in
the conference and noted that the human life span lengthened as
infectious disease, heart disease, lung disease, and increasingly,
cancer could be ameliorated through a combination of public
health initiativesand better medicines, theyadded.
Dr Nessar Ahmed, a renowned scientist from Manchester
Metropolitan University, United Kingdom delivered a lecture on
'Medicinal foods as Anti-Glycation Agents: Possible Therapy for
Diabetic Complications'. He informed that diabetes mellitus
affects 382 million people worldwide
and increases their susceptibility to
chronic complications such as
retinopathy, neuropathy, nephropathy
and impaired wound healing. There is
little knowledge on plant derived

medicinal foods in vivo or their

mechanism of action however such
foods deserve more attention as their
consumption may delay or prevent diabetic complications, Dr
Ahmed added.

Prof. Dr Rakesh Verma, Head of Urology Department, Human
Organ Transplant Center, Bakhtapur, Nepal presented his study
on 'Renal Transplantation in Developing Countries'. He
propounded that “kidney transplantation is the ultimate and
successful treatment for failing Kidney”. Moreover, Kidney Paired
Donorsand Deceased Donors must be promoted and practiced for
overcoming donororganshortage, heurged.

Dr Asma Aziz, Consultant Obstetrician and Gynecologist from

“Encouraging research and providing
necessary communications through
international conferences will help
find important applications in

the field of health science and open
new doors of exposures for students.”
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Dr Nessar Ahmed from Manchester Metropolitan University,
UK, addressing the conference

Queen's Hospital, London presented 'New Service in a Large
Obstetric Unit-A Promising Start. The objective of her
presentation was to audit the outcome and benefit of a new
perinatal mental health service. “Establishment of such a unit
helps to maintain continuity of care thereby improving patient
satisfaction and outcome. It also helps the professionals looking
after these patients as they have a definite documented care plan
and are able to contact relevant team members when needed”, she
concluded.

Dr Ehsan-ur-Rehman, Consultant
Oncologist from Northampton General
Hospital, UK spoke about the
relationship of ER, PR and Her 2 neu
status with age, menopausal status and
auxiliary nodal status in early breast
cancer. “ER, PR and Her 2 neu status
don't correlate with clinical parameters
of disease. Triple negative, Her 2 enriched or receptor positive
molecular subtypes of disease cannot be predicted from clinical
parametersof thedisease,” heinformed.

Consultant Pediatrician from Royal Aberdeen Children's
Hospital, UK Dr Nisar delivered a talk on 'Outcomes of Pediatric
Cancers in Developing World'. In the context of cure rates, he
recommended looking into a system of shared care set up where
tertiary centers lead patient care with help of shared care centers
where sufficient services are available to provide required

supportive care.
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Student distinctions in
co-curricular and sports

eeping up the pace of continuous success in co- Sargodha organized

curricular activities, students of the University of Inter-Department -

Sargodha bagged three gold, four silver and four Literary Competitions. |

bronze medals in individual athletics. The football team of UOS More than 20 |

earned glorious victory in Inter-Universities Football (Zone-F) competitions including ‘

Championship 2017-18. The championship was played at UOS Qirat, Naat, speeches,

football ground. music, poetry, essay

L . L . writing and treasure
The university stood runner up in Inter Universities Athletics J

held at University of the Punjab Lahore where athletic stars from USRS L

. o . innah Hall. Students of various departments and constituent
various universities were out in full force but undoubtedly the J p

star among stars was female individual athlete of UOS Benish IR R il TS Gl s Ty ol iy

sty e MR, e Sl assurance and to development skills of students, the forum

e i) cove Wi Makyy Baes espeatials She dl et a arranged neutral penal of jury for judgment. Judicators delivered

. . . lectures on advanced skills and techniques of Qirat, Naat,
silver medal in 100 Meter Hurdle Race and three bronze in 100 ! Q

speech, music, poetry, essay writing, fiction writing, video and
Meter Race, 200 Meter Raceand 4x100 Meter Relay Race. P POetry Y 8 8

. photography. They also informed the competitors about their
Another talented athlete of UOS Amen secured three silver

. . . . strengthsand weaknesses.
medals in Shot Putt, Javelin Throw and Discus Throw in

sl gmmes, Riaz Shad Co-Curricular Forum celebrated Quaid Day by

. . . . organizing English, Urdu speeches, patriotic songs, paintings
Besides, Hafiza Salika of Sargodha Medical College obtained o .

) L ) ] . and poetry competitions. Students of various departments &
third position in All Pakistan Qiraat & Naaat Competition held at ) o )

L . constituent colleges participated who were awarded certificates
University of Faisalabad.

attheend.

Moreover, Riaz Shad Co-curricular Forum University of

The Department of History and Pakistan Studies, University of Sargodha organized a book
B 00 l( launCh launchin connection with the Kashmir Solidarity Day on February 8,2018.
The book 'India: An Apartheid State', is written by Dr Junaid Ahmad, who argued that since
1989, Kashmir has witnessed brutal killings where more than 70,000 Kashmiris were buried
in more than 6,000 mass graves. The Indian Security Forces are enjoying impunity and
IN D IA covering up the massive human rights violations under draconian laws including the Army
AN APARTHEID STATE Act, 1950, Code of Criminal Procedure Act, 1973, Public Safety Act, 1978, and The Armed
Force Special Power Act, 1990.
While briefing about his book, Dr Ahmad stated that minorities in India are living under a
constant threat from the Hindu majority and its extremist groups while the Indian
hypocritical mindset, despite the constitutional guarantees, deprives the minorities of their
basichuman needs.
“India claims to be the world largest democracy but as the veil of democracy and secularism
falls, the gloomy, obscure, and grim realities of the Indian state become visible. Apartheid,
sexism, racism, economic imperialism, income inequality, stark poverty, social stagnation of
minorities and religious fundamentalism due to Brahman-centric policies are the common

~ practices in the Worlds' largest democracy”, DrAhmad concluded.
Junaid Ahmad At the end, a documentary produced by BBC on 'India’s Torture Trail' was screened for the
audiencesin orderto have themalook into the grave humanrightsviolations in Kashmir.

Newsletter, January - March 2018 E




Noon Business School
holds recruitment drive

acing tough questions of corporate recruiters

could be daunting to anyone but graduates of the

University of Sargodha are second to none. The
university provides its students an opportunity not only to
excel academically but also to equip them with applied
practical knowledge to meet the standards of corporate
job market. In this respect, two-day recruitment drive for
graduates of the Noon Business School was organized in
theuniversity.
Many expert recruiters from different sectors were invited
to interview the passing out graduates. The panel

comprised of seasoned HR managers from multi-

nationals, semi-government institutions and
representatives of local enterprises.

The activity ended with highly encouraged response from
the corporate sector where the panel of expert recruiters
interviewed, guided and shortlisted several graduates and
recommended them for the nextlevel.

The recruitment drive was planned and organized by the
Industrial Liaison and Student Placement Center (ILSPC)
of thedepartment.

At the end, Incharge NBS presented student profile/CV
book of passing out graduates to all respected panel

members for future reference and recruitments.

Walk on World Cancer Day
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ancer is the much feared and most misunderstood

disease of the contemporary age. It involves

abnormal growth of human cell and tissues which
spread to other parts of the body. Its high fatality rate can be
reduced through awareness and early detection while the
costly process of curing it can be minimized through right
nutritiousapproach.
To observe The World Cancer Day 2018, the Department of
Food Science and Nutrition, University of Sargodha arranged
an awareness walk on February 9, 2018 under the tagline
'Nutrition: An Adjuvant Approach to Prevent and Cure the

Cancer'.
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The Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad, Dean Faculty of
Agriculture Dr Muhammad Afzal, Chairman Department of
Food Sciences Dr Anjum Murtaza along with other faculty
members and students enthusiastically participated in the
walk to commemorate the global efforts against the spread of
cancer.

Cancer is a life taking disease however early detection makes
its treatment easier as it greatly increases the success rate.
Physicians believe that prevention is better than cure
therefore, usage of low quality packed milk, soft drinks,
snacks, factory bread, broiler chicken and other processed

foods which may cause cancershould beavoided.
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MOU with Sitara Peroxide to
develop strong relations with industry

niversity of Sargodha and Sitara Peroxide Limited

Faisalabad signed a Memorandum of

Understanding on March 31, 2018 for collaboration
in mutually agreed areas of cooperation between the two
organizations. ;
The MOU was signed by Dr Ishtiaqg Ahmad, Vice Chancellor
UOS and Irshad Ali Sindhu, Head of HRM Department,
Sitara Peroxide Industries Limited Faisalabad.
The agreement will help developing a strong relationship
with the industry for strengthening the University-Industry

linkages and to provide a platform to students for technical The Vice Chancellor and Head of HRM, Sitara Peroxide Industries Ltd. Irshad Ali signing the MOU.

learning and research opportunities.

The pact will also assist the university in making visits for industrial study tours to explore current scenario of the and to share

knowledgeand expertise for development of cost-effective methods forindustrial waste treatment.
Undertheagreement, both stakeholders would be responsible for:
® Developingand strengthening University-Industry interaction.
e Providingtechnical guidanceand sharing knowledge about process innovations.
e Providingandsharing knowledge foranalytical and industrial cost-effective methodological developments.
e Impartingtrainingonadvanced analytical equipmentavailableat Sitara Peroxide Limited, Faisalabad.
e Providinginternships for the maximum duration of sixweeksand imparting training as per industry policies.
e Supporting the facultyand research students to build their managementskills.
It may be added here that Sitara Peroxide Limited is a leading chemical company in Pakistan, and pioneer in High-tech to produce

Hydrogen peroxide (H202) in the country.
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SPORTS GALA 2018

he University Sports Gala 2018 was held on March 21-

27 with newly revamped mind games, creativity,

innovation and adventure sports. The gala took off
with cultural performances, Sufisongsand the opening address
by the chief guests. PT show, Horse dance, Karatay
show/marshal arts, Dhol Dhamal by Saain Abbas, performance
by Ali Arshad and Amaan Awan and a tableau on the theme “
KyaHum Aik Hein” ran the proceedings.
In the Sports Gala, more than 35 games were organized in which
almost all men and women teams took part. Girl students of
Islamic Studies Department stood first in athletics while
Education Department obtained second position. A student of
Computer Science Department, Shaheen, declared the
champion of badminton while Maria from Chemistry
Department stood second. Chemistry girls came up as cricket
champions while Department of Social Work bagged title of
football champs. Handball game was won by Education
Department whereas the Medical College owned volleyball
title. Ujala Nawaz of Pharmacy Department won Tennis and
Rabia Rana from Sociology Department declared as chess

champion.
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In boys' competitions, English Department stood first in
athletics, a student from Mathematics Department, Zeeshan,
declared champion of badminton while Jafir Ali from Law
College obtained second position. Department of Economics
bagged cricket trophy, Department of Computer Science
bagged football, tennis and handball game trophy and
Communication and Media Studies Department bagged
hockey trophy. Furthermore, Law College won the shooting
ball title, Engineering College held the title of tug of war,
Biotechnology Department got first position in table tennis
and History Department came up as chess champion.

Moreover, the University organized various social games and
events to mobilize students with believe to have positive effects
of such events on the students and community interaction with
them. More than 1000 participants took part in various games
under categories including social games, creativity, adventure
sports, social, literary, mind games, technology and e-gaming.
It was for the very first time in the history of UOS that,
wonderful extracurricular activities, representing the culture,
norms and values in true sense held at within the premises of

the university.
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Glimpses of Sports Gala 2018

niversity Sports Gala 2018 was organized to provide the students a platform to develop their leadership and social skills and to
train their minds and bodies so that they could be able to lead physically fit and comfortable lives. The Gala brought the young
people together and allowed them to apply their administrative, creative, planning and executive skills so that they could
expand their influence and promote themselves across community.
Students contested for the pride of their departments and self-determination in various sports including mind-games, e-gaming, social
games, creativity, sports and adventure sports, technical and literary as well.
The administration had given students the leading role in organization of the Gala. For a total of 24 competitions held under the
management of 150 students of different departments and 20 teachers for the coordination and supervision. More than thousand students
took apart in these contests. Releasing of sky lanterns into air was also organized under the social category in which 300 students released

lanterns while thousand others enjoyed this festive moment as spectators.
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A participant of painting competition draws her thoughts on canvas Students witnessing the cherishing moments
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Junk Art

e e e

Cricketing fever

e —
Peeping into history: Students building a castle A student is busy in performing calligraphic art
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